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THE CITY HALL. 

There is but one patiect in the emall-poz hos- 
pital with that disease. 

The Gity Treasurer received $6,207.18 from the 
City Collector on agoount of taxes, aad $1, 790.93 
from the Water Department. 

The Board of Public Works awarded the eop- 
tract for docking and ing at Twelfth-street 
bridge to For & Howard at $8.75 per lineal foot 
of dock, and 49 cents a cubic foot for dredging. 

There was some talk among the city officiats 
im regard to the social evil, and the opinion was 
aose vacate ne nae that the wg Yona ory 
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The adjourned tiseting of the Truatecs of 
Hyde Park and Lake, at Water-Department Hall, 
on State street, Monday evening, proved a fail- 
ure, only four members of the eleven being pres- 


ent. : 
A spedial meéting of the Trustees of Hyde 
Park was held a¢ their Village Halli Tuesday even- 


ing. Present, Mesere. Bargey, Bonfield, Doyle, 
Gray, and President Cady. 

Teo communications were received from A. D. 
Waldron, Treaanger, covering eighteen receipts 
of G, Vanderayde to variouspersons for amounts 
paid by them to him oa acoguat of Chicago and 
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The movement to establish » Beal Estate Ex- 
charige itthis city tas received the help of » 
petition to that end signed by a large number of 


The First Ergineer of the steamer Crescent City 
fails te give any solution for the explosion, by 
@hich thirteen lives were lost and «= large 
amount of property destroyed. In this respect, 
the explosion differs in no wise from the hun- 
never able to comprehend how they happen. — 


————_EE 
' "Flenceforth an Illinois wife will bave some 
tmother States. ‘The bili revising the law in re- 
lation to husband and wife has passed both 
Houses, and will nnquestionably become « law. 
The radical changes it institutes are set forth in 
our Springfield dispatches this morning. 
7 —_—__ 


Gongress, is trying to do-something. The 
House wili come to » vote to-day on the Mc- 
Crary Oheap Transportation bill. A motion to 
table it. yesterday, wes lost by = vole of 22 to 
120. An effort is also to bé miade to bring the 
Geriate to & Vote to-Gay on the currency ques- 
There was av advance of a couple of cents in 
stocks On the New York Exchange yesterday, 
and signs of a reviving interest im speculation 
perhaps only » spasmodic, result of the step to- 

i reeently taken by the House of 

* he St. Louis Republican devotes half » od)- 
umn o/ glorification over the fact that o firm in 
Cincinimatirecevtly gave up its business there and 
opened a house in St, Louis. The effect of this 
accretion upon the next Directory and cpmmer- 
cislexhibit of St, Louig can be imagined but 
- We print this morning an abstract of the 
testimony taken im the case of McVeagh cs. 
Thorne, in which the former sued for damages 
suffered ih buying 21,000 Ibs of hams, warranted 
to be good, which proved to be tainted. A ver- 
dict was rendered in favor of the plaintiff for 
@2. 793. The testimony, though relating directly 


to the case in band, is of interest in illustrating 


to some extent the present system of curing and 
ssidpedlidg a | : 
"Mr. Starne’s proposition to submit an amend- 
meiit to Sec. 1, Art IX, of the Constitution, 
relating to the raising of State revenues, has 
failed. . The resolution was reported adversely, 
and deteated by s vote of 23 to 17,—a two-thirds 
vote being necessary to its adoption. This 
section would indicate s belief on the part of » 

wg the revenue, either in the old way or 
in the new way, which proposes to substitute 


—_—_—_—_—_—_ 
89 votes, a gain of 9; Mr. Hoar 2, gain of 6; 
and Mr. Curtis 74, 2 gain of 1. Mr. San- 


« oan ooh . ~ 


A conference between the Dawes and Hoar par- 


‘d + Nat ~ : Ar forth not 


the strong sentiments uttered on both sides 


ied. in a West Side prayer-meeting last 


bab that abe raged for him every night. As 
may well be cotictived, she wanted help in the 
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Lif 


general corruption it was necessary that the 
purity of the pulpit ahould be preserved. The 
Council adjourned tll thie morning without 


up to that time. It is éstimated, however, that 
the deposits of the same banks have increased 
just about $2,000,000 more between Feb. 27 and 
the present time, making s total increase of, 
say, $4,795,565 sirice Dec. 26. Against this there 
bad been an increase of loans to the amount of 
$1,946,700 ‘between Dec, 26 and Feb. 27. The 
estimated increase of loans since Feb. 27 is 
$500,000,’ ‘There bas, therefore, ‘been an’ in- 
crease of nearly $2,500,000 of unemployed money 
in the banks of Chicago in the last three months. 
Nearly the whole of this accumulation of unem- 
ployed capital bas been in the lest two months. 
The effect has been to make lower rates of in- 
terest than ever before Known here at this 
season of the year, and the prospect ia that 
there will be a father increase of idle money, 
ania further reduction of the rates of interest, 
in the next month. 


Se EE RRS se 

In spite of Mr. Sanborn’s ready promises to 
answer any questions the House Committee 
might choose to ask him sbout his Government 
contracts, he met the Committee with some 
“mental reservations” when be came before 
them yesterday. He declared bis willingness to 
give any “ general information,” of which the 
Committee must already have sufficient, but did 
not want to go into details, In other words, 
Mr. Sanborn desires to tell only eo much 4e suits 
bim, and withhold whatever may be detrimental 
to his interesta, or those of the persons who 
assisted him in getting his fat jobs. Mr. San- 
born has been advised by his counsel that 
any full statements he might make would 
be prejudicial to him under an indictment which 
has been found against him im Brooklyn, on the 
charge of collusion with revenue officials to de- 
frand the Government. The Committee ad- 
journed without deciding whether or not they 
would constrain Mr. Sanborn to answer, but 
very vaturally decided that a partial statement 
would be of no service tothem. The revenue 
jobbers and informers are just now in a bad way. 
A suit has been brought in New York against 
Jayne to recover money which he is said to have 
appropriated, though belonging to an original 
informer. If the charge is true, it will also fur- 
nish the basis for an indictment. 


The affairs of the Gilman, Clinton & Spring- 
field Reilroad are still further complicated by 
the introduction into the pending suit of a bil! 
o@ behalf of the bondholders. The Company, is 
now in the hands of a Receiver, and under an 
injunction prohibiting the proposed lease to the 
Peangylvania Company. Messrs. Morton, Bliss 
& Co., who negotiated the First-Mortgage bonds, 
amounting to $2,000,000, now ask to be made a 
party defendant, arid to be permitted to files 
cross bill setting forth the claims of the bond- 
holders whom ,they represent. Thé substance 
of the bill is fally stated in our Bloomington 
dispatelies. It charges that Messrs. Tom Soott 
end Hagh Jewett, who are the ‘Trustees 
fof the First-Mortgage boods, but who 
are also interested in the Morgan Improve- 
ment Company, are now endeavoring to betray 
their trust to serve their private interests. Tbe 


road being insolvent, the bondholders see small 


prospect of getting their interest due the let of 
March, or their principal when. it becomes due, 
uniess the Court shall recognize their bonds as a 
first lien. To this end it is asked that the road 
be taken out of the hands of the Receiver and 
put into their hands. If this bill be admitted by 
the Court, there will be four parties in interest, 
viz: the. bondholders, the old Board of Direc- 
tors, Messrs. Scott and Jewett, and the Receiver. 
The case is involved in a mass of complications 


and intricacies which could only be furnished by 


the Credit-Mobilier system of building railroads. 
armed 
RAILWAY FREIGHT-TARINFS. 

We have received a paper on “ The Elements 
of Cost of Railroad Freight-Trafiic,” which Mr. 
. Chanute, -C. E., recently read before the 
American Society of Civil Engineers. Its argu- 
ments and conclusions are well worth considera- 
tion. 

Mr. Chanute bases what he has to say on se 
tistics. He poiuteout, however, that the figure: 
may lie. The roads keep their accounts in such 
different ways that comparison is difficult, and, 
again, it is not easy to accurately distinguish the 
expenses of the passenger and freight traffic, be- 
cause many men employed at stations aid in 
both, and their wages consequently must be 
added partly to one account and partly to the 
other However, the figures give. some 
reliable data. On these Mr. Chanute 
byilds. The first objection to s tariff 


fixed by the State is that the cost of transport-— 


ing ston 8 mile varies from 30 to 40 per cent in 
the differ®bt months, How, then, can an un- 
varying charge for all the months be a fair one ? 


ww ww 


The second objection ia that the cost of trans- 


tation. Is ‘aay ‘actm just the contrary way. 


x 
a 
q 


not by the traffic. ‘The tates, too, do not de- 


though they. do comewhat  ~ » 

Station service includes the cost 
clerks, loading aod unloading, watchmen and 
tonnage handled, but has no relation to the nim- 
ber of miles run. on a: 
Track repairs vary with the number of ‘tiles 
run. Otber facts, however,—the equipment of 
the road, whether heavy or light, the care taken 
in the original construction, the climate, the soil, 
—affect this element of cost very markedly. 

Car service includes all the ranning expenses 
and repairs of freight care. It varies, roughly 
speaking, with the number of miles run. 
and repairs of locomotives, and the wages of 
conductors, engineers, firemen, and trainmen. 
This varies with the tonnage and the distance it 
is carried. It ia the only one of the seven ele- 
ments of cost which does so vary. Even it is 
affected by various other facts, such as the con- 
struction of the track, the proportion of cars 
that must be hauled empty one way, the cost 
of wages and fuel, etc. ! 

The insurance depends on the value or fragil- 
ity of the articles transported. 

Here, then, are seven elements of cost, only 
two of which agree in their variation. “The 
naniber of miles run is the standard of these 
two. When the cost is such a complex result, 
can any Legislature determine it satisfactorily ? 
Yet it is easential to find out the cost of « thing 
before you put a price upon it. Not only does 
the cost of transportation per ton per mile vary 
on each of the seven railroads included im the 
tables, but each of the seven elements of that 
cost varies on each railroad. Tbere is but one 
exception. Theitemof insurance is the same 
per ton per mile on two roads, This is, how- 
ever, s mere accident, for that item varies, as 
wegbave said, with the value or fragility, and 
pot with the bulk or weight, of the freight. We 
éubdjoin one of Mr. O.'s tebles, ‘which sams up 
the state of the case in a few lines of figures : 
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B8\8sF8eus. vers: 
No human ingenuity could frame 

ing tariff which could be justly applied to these 
seven railways. An eighth element of cost, 
which no State has yet fully considered in ite 
freight-laws, is the amount of cash capital in- 
vested in the road. This should ave & fair 
retarn. If it got nothing during the first few 
years,—and this is very likely,-it should get 
enough afterwards to miake up the loss, On the 
other hand, if its stock bas been watered, noth- 
ing should be allowed for the watered portion. 
Mr. C. sums up his remarks on State tariffs by 
saying: ‘‘ There is no term of comparison more 
fallacious, to apply to, individual cases or 
particular shipments, than the average cost per 
ton per mile.” Races must change from time to 
time, and must be comparatively less for long 
than for short distances. “A fair rate one year 
may be insufficient or extortionate the next.” 
If the rates of 1863 had been maintained 


“young 
2urpeoo 


> ane? 


loss. Mr. ©. predicts that there will be great- 
erdiversutyin railroad charges every year,and says 
that there ought to be. He does not consider 
competition an invariable cheapener of transpor- 


Yor a new road, if it is superfuoas, will not pay 
itself, and will diminish the traffic on the old 
rosd with which it competes, sotnat the latter 
will have to raise ite rates. Some curious caleu- 
lations are given to show tbe limite of profitable 
competition. Io the cotton States, where one 
car carnes off the prodact of 44 acres, competing 
railroads will pay if they are 60 milés apart. In 


Diinois, a car-load of corn contains the crop of |. 


Th acres, and we can have roads 20 miles apart. 
In a wheat country, 22 acres would be required to 
Produce # car-ioad. A car would contain 40 acres 
in cattle or 50 acres in hogs, Thus stock-raising 
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DeWitt County, which had a population of 14, 
ponds bearing 10 per cent interest and having 
20 years to run, in sid of the Gilman, Clinton & 
The Townships of DeWitt, Nixon, San- 
ta Aana, Tunbridge, and Creek voted ia addition 


mei ks ae 


7,751. This was equal to & debt of $12 per 

for each inhabitant of the county, apd for each 
inhabitant of these ix townships $45, _ This 
debt bears interest at 10 per cent, and rans for 
20 years. The annual charge for interest on the 
county 18 $17,500, or $1.20 per head of the popu- 
lation ; in the six townships the annual inverest 
chatze fs $4.50 for. each man, ..woman, 


would be greatly benefited by the grab law; 
and that the diversion of State revenue to the 
payment of the bonds would bean immense re- 
hef to the tax-payers. From s communication 
made by the Auditor to a citigen of the county 
we are able to collect the following facts: 


a eas oT 
Inerease of valuation im the towns o 
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Now, by the operstion of the grab law, De- 
Witt County is entitled to a drawback of the 


State tax on the $5,138,374 increases singe 1868, ) 


and pays ‘an increased tax of 9 mills’ on the 
whole valuation of 1873. The result of, this 
operation is as follows : oF 

Rebate of 27 mills tax on increase 
lncreace tax op whole valuation. 

But, in the division of the $18,873.60 plun- 
Gered from ‘the State Ttevenue, the county at 
towns $3,334. Now, the towns which owe no 
such debt bad «. total valuation in 1873 of 
$3,277,807, or three-sevenths of all the property 
in the county. These towns, therefore, have to 
make up in additional taxation the $3,334 di- 
verted from the State plunder to aid the indebt- 
ed towne. Here ia an illustzation of » grab 
within a grab. The county grabs $13,873 from 
the State revenue, and pays as the price there- 
for $7,000. The six towns that owe special 
debts grab $3,334 of this from the county, and 
the remaining towns, which owe no such debt, 
have to make good the deficit. So, after ail the 
machinery, and trouble, aod vexation, and liti- 
gation to secure this little portion of plunder, 
DeWitt County pays about $10,000 a year extra 
tax as compensation for the $13,000 it gets out 
of the grab. 

ee er ee ae mS 
A “GROSS” OUTRAGE, 

The State of Delaware has got s grievance, for 
the redress of which she appeals to “the Ameri- 
can people.” It seems that, in the science of 
numbers, the wisdom snd learning of man have 
overlooked the important duty of defining what 
constitutes « “gross Of matches.” Now, Dela- 
ware is largely engaged in the manufacture of 
matches, and of necessity ie deeply interested in 
a bill now pending before Congress which defines 
a gross of matches to be 14,400 matches, or 144 
boxes containing 100 matches eacn. 

In the whole United States, in 1873, there were 
maoufactured 1,700,000 gross of matches, upon 
which the manufacturers paid a tax of $2,450,000. 
In the. absence. of any definition. of 
what coustitates @ groés of matches, the 
general custom in the United Sistes, outside 
of Delaware, hae been to put up matches in 
boxes containing 100, 200, 800, or 400, and: to 
count 144 boxes containing 100 each, or 
14,400 matches, as a gross; the same number of 
boxes with 200 in each ag two gross, and 80 On. 
In Delaware, however, the maaiifacturers put 
only fifty matches ip 8 box, and they count 144 
boxes of that size, containing altogether 7,200 
matches, as a gross, .The result is that, when s 
man buys a gross of matches, it depends upon 
where they are made whether he gete 144 boxes 
containing 100 each or the eamé number of 
boxes containing fifty each. It is stated that Dela- 
ware matches sell at wholesale at $2.40 per gross, 
while other matches sell at $2.75 per gross. In 
the one case the gross contains 7,200 matches ; 
io the other 14,400. Each box im’ the gross 
is stamped, so that a given number of 
matches made in. Delaware pay . twice, the 
amount of reventie that the same ocumber 
made elsewhere pay. Delaware produces 200,000 
gross of boxes. of matches m a year, and, 
though each of these boxes conteins only fifty 
matches, she paye a6 much revenue as if the 
boxes contained 100 each. Now, Delaware is 
willing to pay this double tax, if Congress will 
refuse to pass the law defining a gross to be 
14,400 matches. The inference is that Delaware 
makes money by selling two gross of matches 
out of the same number which are sold by other 
manufacturers ag one grosé, Delaware insists 


Pee eree tamteoe 


that what shall constitute « grose of matches | 


shall be left to the free choice of the manufac- 


tater. “Delawabe ‘ sélects 7,200 matches for a | 


gross, and proteste—and appeals to the country 
to protest—against requiring 14,400 matches in 
& gross, ' 7 
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“Does it pay to become-an American citizen? 


Thousands of foreign mechanigs and laborers 
land on our shores, week after week, to find the 
day it in, in many cases, no. The immigrant too 
often finds that he has left home sod friends for 


trust to philanthropy to pay their passage hither. 
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ter by going back to Englaud. We have hetere 
rn eR NN A 
by the Amalgamated Society of Carpenters sn 
Joiners, which bas 285 branches in England, 
Scotland; and Ireland, and 18 in the United 
States and Canada. Of the 214 foreign branches 
which have sent im returns, 8 report 
ad “vory bad,” 6 as“ bad,” 2 a0 “very dpil,” 40 
as “dull,” 100 ae “moderate,” 24 as steady,” 
$3 as" godd,” and 1 as “very guod.” Only St 
branches, then, or less then » fourth of the 
whole, report s state of trade below the average. 
The 18 American branches classify trade as fol- 
jows: “Very bad,” 3; “bad,” 7 ; “werydull,” 2; 
“Goll,” 4; “improving,” 1; “moderate,” 1; 
and “ good,” 1. Thus 16 American branches, or 
89 per cent of the whole, report a state of trade 
below the average. These figures certainly do 
not invite immigration. © 
rue st LOUIb PLASTER- MARKET. 


“Une efforte:of St. Louis té become the Onpital 


of the United States, to exoped the population 
of New York, to monopolize all the business of 
the West, to have all the prize-fignts, and to ex- 
tend her social-evil system. as the panacea for 
human ills, are just now eclipsed by her recent 
surgical operation upon s gentieman from Chi- 
cago... The unfortanate Victim upon. whom the 
St. Louis sawbones practiced his remarkable 
ingenuity wae Mr.O, W. Baldwin, who is en- 
gaged in the construction of elevators, and who 
had the misfortune to be injured by the breaking 
of a beam to which the elevator was attached. 
A St. Louis surgeon was called, who at once de- 
eided that Mr. Baldwin's skul) and hip were 
broken. The unfortunate Baldwin, notwith- 
standing his condition, made up his mind to 
come home to Chicago. The St. Louis surgeon, 
unable to dissuade him, made preparations to 
pack him up for the journey. We quote from 
the account recently publisned : 


The limb was wrapped and rewrapped with woolen 
bandages, and then covered witha piece of mosquito 


lower part of Lis body as required, wa 
Thus encased m hard plaster-of-Paris, Mr. 
Baldwin reached bome, and, consulting his 
own surgeon, was delighted to find that: his 
skall was not broken at all, and that bis hip was 
was not broken either. His surgeon, with the 
hélp of a stone-mason, immediately got Mr. 
Baldwin's leg out of its plaster-of-Paris prison, 
and the patient is now doing well, and will 
shortly be ont again. In eonpection with this 
brilliant specimen of surgery, it is pertinent to 
inquire if this sutgeon put Mr. Baldwin into 
plaster-of-Paris merely becaase he is a Chicago 
man, or because he didn’t know any better. If 
for the former reason, he ought to have his 
head done up im plaster-of-Pams for the rest 
of bie life. If for the ‘latter, we afte some 
what sirprised that he didn’t trepan him 
aud amputate his leg. In either event, the con- 
dition of unfortunate victims of accident in St. 
Lonis must be a deplorable one, and if ‘helps to 


account for the high pree of plaster in that mar- | 


ket. It is sbout time that St. Louis surgeons 
and the newspapers of that city, which extolied 
the science of this particular surgeon, should un- 
derstand that Chieago people who get hart there 
don't want to be done up in plaster-of-Paris, and 
that what will killa St. Louis man only ecce- 
sions s Chicago man a slight inconvenience. As 
Mr. Baldwin is about to send the plaster cast of 
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